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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The Society for Colonizing the Free People of Colour held its 
first anniversary on Thursday, the first day of January, 1818, in 
the Chamber of the house of Representatives; and it will be worthy 
of note, if on no other account, from the fame and talents of the in- 
dividuals, whose influence and exertions have been blended to 
achieve the objects of the society. Nor can any subject more just- 
ly ennoble the efforts of genius, than the interests of an institution, 
grasping so wide a field of patriotism and humanity. But to those 
patrons of it, by whose gracious endeavours it was ere and ad- 
vanced, it must have been eminently gratifying to find, in the re- 
port of the proceedings of the past year, at abundant proofs of its 
prosperity and improvement. The concurrence of every part of 
the country to strengthen and establish it, leaves no doubt that the 
warmest wishes of the philanthropist will be satisfied with the suc- 
cess of its issue. ‘The succeeding publications, however, will best 
illustrate the views and resources of the Society. 

The meeting was opened by the honourable Bushrod Washington, 
with the following perspicuous and elegant 


ADDRESS. 

It is with peculiar satisfaction that I meet the founders and pa- 
trons of the American Colonization Society, after the experience of 
a year has ascertained that their wise and benevolent purpose will 
be seconded by the voice of our common country. 

From every quarter of the United States the aspirations of good 
men have been breathed to heaven for the success of our future la- 
bours. 

The resolution of Virginia, soliciting the aid of the general go- 
vernment in effecting a similar object, which had passed the popu- 
lar branch of her Legislature by a very large majority before the or- 
ganization of this Society, received, shortly after, the almost unani- 
mous sanction of her Senate. 

Auxiliary Societies have been formed in many parts of the coun- 
try, and in the populous cities of New-York, Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, for the purpose of co-operating with the parent society esta- 
blished at the seat of the general government; and many simiiar 
associations await only the measures which the President of the 
United States may be expected to take, in pursuance of the request 
of Virginia, to embody themselves, and to combine the resources 
of the Gnion for the completion of our compreheusive and beneyo- 
lent designs. 
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Among a small but opulent society of slave holders in Virginia, a 
subscription has been raised, by the zealous exertions of a few indi- 
viduals, of such magnitude as to illustrate the extent of the funds 
which we may hope hereafter to command, and to induce a confi- 
dent hope that our Jabours will be rewar@ed by the willing contribu- 
tions of a generous and enlightened people. 

Other publick spirited individuals have foreborne to make similar 
efforts, until the success of our preparatory measures shall have been 
clearly ascertained. 

The Society have engaged two agents to explore the western 
coast of Africa, and to collect such information as may assist the 
government of the United States in selecting a suitable district on 
that continent f-r the proposed settlement. The performance of 
this preliminary duty has been confided to Samuel J. Mills and Ebe- 
nezer Burgess, gentlemen possessing all the qualifications requisite 
for the important trust confided to them; and their report may rea- 
sonably be expected before the next annual meeting of the Society. 

The addition which has recently been made to our stock of know- 
ledge of that continent, to which every eye is directed as the proper 
theatre of our future labours, is highly encouraging to that enlarged 
and beneficent plan, which associates tle political emancipation and 
future comfort of an unfortunate class of men, with the civilization 
and the happiness of an afflicted, oppressed, and degraded quarter 
of our globe. 

Amidst these encouraging prospects, I cannot forbear a momen- 
tary tribute of regret to the memory of a man, to whom Africa is 
indebted for a vindication of her capacity for moral and intellectu- 
al improvement, and the world for an illustrious example of disin- 
terested benevolence. This event is the more to be deplored, as 
the death of captain Paul Cuffee occurred after his usefulness had 
been recently manifested, by the restoration of fifty of his country- 
men to the land of their forefathers; an act which must afford to 
every christian society fresh cause of gratitude to that God who in- 
spired this generous African to execute the counsels of universal 
benevolence. 

An effort has been unfortunately made to prejudice the minds of 
the free people of colour against this institution, which had its ori- 
gin, it is believed, in an henest desire to promote their happiness. 
A suggestion has been made to them, which this society disclaims 
by the terms of its constitution, that they are to be constrained to 
migrate to the country which may be selected for the seat of our 
colony. No suspicion can be more unfounded. It is sanctioned 
by no declarations or acts of this society, from which alone our inten- 
tions can be candidly inferred. 

As little can be apprehended by the proprietor; who will not vo- 
luntarily avail himself of the opportunity, which this settlement will 
afford him, of emancipating his slave without injury to his country. 
The effect of this institution, if its properity shall equal our wishes, 
will be alike propitious to every interest of our domestick society; 
and should it lead, as we may fairly hope it will, to the slow but 
gradual abolition of slavery, it will vipe from our political institu- 
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tions the only blot which stains them; and in palliation of whieh we 
shall not be at liberty to plead the excuse of mora! necessity, until 
we shall have honestly exerted all the means which we possess for 
its extinction. 

In the magnificent plans now carrying on for the improvement 
and happiness of mankind in many parts of the world, we cannot 
but discern the interposition of that Almighty power who alone 
could impire and crown with success these great purposes. But 
amongst them all, there is perhaps none upon which we may more 
confidently implore the blessings of heaven than that in which we 
are associated. Whether we consider the grandeur of the object, 
and the wide sphere of philanthropy which it embraces; or whether 
we view the present state of its progress under the auspices of this 
society, and under the obstacles which might have been expected 
from the cupidity of many, we may discover in each a certain pledge, 
that the same benignant hand which has made those preparatory ar- 
rangements will crown our efforts with success. Having, therefore, 
these motives of piety to consecrate and strengthen the powerful 
considerations which a wise policy suggests, we may, I trust, confi- 
dently rely upon the liberal exertions of the publick for the necessary 
means of effecting this highly interesting object.” 


—— =< + 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


Report of the London Baptist Missionary Society, delivered June 
26, 1817. 


INTRODUCTION, 





In directing your attention to the operations of the Society for 
the past year, we are forcibly reminded of the frequent intimations 
given by our Lord, that the progress of his kingdom would, for the 
most part, be gradual and slow. No image could have been select- 
ed more adapted to represent this feature of the Gospel Kingdom, 
than that of the grain of mustard seed; or leaven hid in a quantity 
of meal, and secretly diffusing its influence through the whole. 
And it is somewhat remarkable, that these parables are actually ap- 
plied by the Brahmins of India to the manner in which the work of 
God is now proceeding in that vast and interesting country. Hence, 
they generally anticipate those ultimate triumphs of the Gospel, of 
which we have already had such gratifying pledges, and which the 
zeal and labours of our missionaries are intended to promote. 

In the course of the past year, our brethren have been called on 
to cultivate and strengthen stations already formed, rather than to 
fix the standard of the Gospel in new places. Still, as the contt- 
nental stations are scattered over so wide an extent of territory, the 
journeys necessarily undertaken have afforded the most desirable 
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opportunities of publishing the Gospel. This has been done, per- 
haps, to an extent unprecedented in any former year. 

According to the plan which has been pursued on former occa- 
sions, we shall proceed to notice the state of the Missions, from the 
latest advices, at the respective stations; the progress which has 
been made in the work of translations; and the transactions of the 


Society at home. 
MISSIONARY STATIONS. 
Dinagepore. 


Mr. Fernandez had been indisposed; but, at the date of the last 
accounts, was so far restored as to be able to resume his labours. In 
addition to those residing in the neighbourhood, and who attended 
the preaching of the Gospel, some of them he hopes uot in vain, se- 
veral inquirers from Purneah, a considerable town to the westward, 
had visited him, who heard the word with attention; and gladly re- 
ceived several copies of the Gospel of St. Luke, which were given 


to them at their own request. 
Goamalty. 


For sometime past this station has been under the care of Krish- 
nov, who has there displayed the same assiduity and zeal which 
have marked his conduct on former occasions. In one of his ex- 
cursions to a neighbouring village, he informed the people he was 
come to offer them the blessed word of God, without money and 
without price. His hearers, however, not understanding these dis- 
interested offers, were afraid to accept of books; and Krishnoo, full 
of grief, retired and prayed to God on their account. Returning 
soon after, he was glad to find them more attentive, and desirous of 
books toread. On another occasion, he visited Mandaroo, a place 
in which the Scriptures had never been seen or heard of before. A 
fair being held at the same timein the town, many thousands were 
assembled, among whom he distributed a great number of books, 
and had much discussion with several men of influence among them. 


Cutwa. 


Mr. W. Carey has had several additions from the natives around 
him; and expected shortly to baptize a person of considerable emi- 
nence, who stood firm to his purpose of professing Christ, though 
hundreds of his countrymen had attempted to dissuade him from 
it. A brother who lately visited this station, remarks, “Never was 
my faith in the mission raised so much as since I have been at Cut- 
wa, AILI see-and all I hear, tends to confirm me in the idea that 
Satan’s kingdom in this country will soon be much diminished.” 
The inhabitants of this populous and extensive district are eager to 
obtain Gospels and Tracts; and, from various quarters, Mr. Carey 
has received pressing applications for the establishment of new 
Schoo!s. His efforts in this department have, however, been una- 
voidably restricted by the want of the necessary funds. , 
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Jessore. 

Mr. Thomas, who is stationed at Chougacha, in Jessore, has been 
interrupted in his useful labours by sickness: to this church, not- 
withstanding, some recent additions have also been made, from a- 
mong the natives. 

( To be continued.) 


> ¢ eo 


AFRICA. 
Extracts of a letter from Mr. Evan Evans, dated Bethelsdorp, 
May 29th, 1817. 


After mentioning the christian hospitality of the Rev. Mr. Vos, 
at Caledon, who accompanied the missionaries to the chief Mora- 
vian settlement, at Grace Valley, where they were highly enter- 
tained, and their return to Caledon, he describes their journey with 
Mr. Pacalt to High Krall, and arrived there. 

April 5. At one o ‘clock on Saturday morning, immediately on 
our arrival, all the people in the place arose, and flocked around our 
waggons. y hey ran to meet Brother Pacalt, as children run to their 
father, after returning from a long journey. Had we been angels 
from heav en, they could not have received us with greater joy. Af- 
ter we had taken some refreshment, Mr. P. called the people into 
the house, where we held a meeting to thank our heavenly Father 
for his care over us in our journey. While he was sseamaie pray- 
er, the people, unable to suppress their feelings, began to weep and 
cry aloud. After singing a hymn, one of the women was desired 
to engage in prayer. “0 how ardently did she thank the Lord for 
putting ‘it into the hearts of his dear people in the far land, to send 
his servants with the everlasting Gospel to them, poor despised Hot- 
tentots, the most despised and neglected nation in the whole world. 
How did she-express her astonishment, that any should be found 
possessing so much love for such poor, black, and miserable beings, 
as to leave their native country, their dear fathers, mothers, bro- 
thers, sisters, and friends, to come and live in such a wilderness, in 
order to be the means of saving them from everlasting perdition. 
How she wondered that they ventured to cross the mighty and blus- 
terous ocean, to travel over high mountains, and through deep ri- 
vers, to come and live among poor Hottentots, who had nothing to 
give them in return for all their troubie and labour. Her manner 
and language were enough to affect the hardest heart. 

Brother Pacalt has an excellent station, situated in the midst of a 
large plain about two miles from the sea, and about three from the 
Drosdy of George. He has two large and fruitful gardens, beside 
good pasture and corn land. ‘The people also have good gardens 
behind their houses. It is astonishing how much sood he has been 
the instrument of doing in the space of four years. He has built a 
neat little church, with too small, but good houses. 

I cannot omit mentioning the Hottentots’ singing, which is most 
delightful. Ishould almost think it worth w hile to come from Eng- 
land to Africa to hear it. ‘Their voices are nearly, if not fully, as 
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delightfu¥#s any musical instrument I ever heard. To hear them 
singing when alone in the fields, in the mornings and evenings, is in 
the highest degree pleasant. 

Baptism of Old Simeon, 

On the Tuesday evening before: we left High Krall, we heard an 
old man of 90 years of age engage in prayer. You can hardly con- 
ceive how affecting it was to hear him express his thankfulness to 
God, for sending the Gospel to his nation in his days, and especial- 
ly for making it effectual to his own conversion. , 

In his youthful days he was the leader in every kind of iniquity. 
He was also a great elephant and buffalo hunter, and often had very 
narrow escapes from the jaws of death. Once, he fell under an Ele- 
phant, the enragedfanimal doing its utmost to crush him to death, 

ut he escaped he&tlows not how. At another period, he was tos- 
sed by a Buffalo @veral times, by which he was severely bruised; 
after which, the anima! fell upon him, but the same secret and Al- 
mighty hand, snatched him from the power of this ferocieus creature, 
he being no doubt “a chosen vessel,” though the time for his being 
called out of darkness into light was not yet come. Some years 
ago, he was for a considerable time tv all appearance dead. Every 
preparation was made for his funeral? He was carried to the place 
of interment, and tet down into the grave, but as they were begin- 
ning to throw the earth upon him, he revived, and was carried home. 

When Brother Pacalt came, and he had heard him a second time, 
he went home rejoicing and shouting, saying, that the Lord had rai- 
sed him from the dead three times, that he might hear the word of 
God, and believe in Jesus Christ, before he died the fourth time. 

Last new year’s day, Brother P. baptized him, and gave him the 
name of Simeon, alluding to old Simeon, who took our Saviour in his 
arms, saying, * Now lettest thou,” &c. Mr. P. told us, that it was im- 
vossible to describe the joy which filled the old man’s heart, and so 
invigorated his weak frame that"he seemed as lively as a youth: 
“Now I ain willing,” said he, “to dies yes I would rather die than live, 
that I may go and live for ever with my good and precious Saviour. 
Before, I was afraid to die: O, yess the thoughts of it made my very 
heart to tremble. But I did not then know God and Jesus Christ. 
But now I am not at all afraid to die; nay I have no desire to live 
any longer. I am too old todo good to the Hottentots; and I am so 
much afraid of committing a single sin again, that I long to go and 
be with Jesus Christ,.my dear Lord and good master. 0, he is the 
best master I ever had. How many bad masters I have served; and 
what is worst of all, L have served the devil upwards of eighty years, 
and he was just ready to throw me into hell, after all my trouble in 
serving him. But O, what infinite mercy! when on the very brink of 
t “grave! [have had the King of Glory to be master; and I though a 

lack Hottentot, shall go to his heavenly palace, to live with him in 
everlasting happiness. ©, yes! he died for me, the most vile sin- 
ner, to buy me from tlie service of the devil. O, wonderful grace! 
©, wonderful love! 0, astonishing mercy! to a bad and unruly Hot- 
tentot, who was ready for hell-fire.”” Then he shouted aloud for joy. 
But the frail body being too weak to support the gladness which he 
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felt, he sunk into a swoon; and the people began to think that he was 
gone from the church to glory. But he revived, and began a second 
time to magnify the name of the deur Mediator. 

We arrived at Bethelsdorp on Wednesday evening, April SOth, 
where we were received with every mark of Christian affection, by 
Mr. and Mrs. Messer. Not a single accident befel us all the way from 
Cape Town to Bethelsdorp, for which we have great cause to bless 
the name of the Lord; and here we raise our Ebenezer;—say ing. 
‘Hitherto the Lord has helped us.” 


——— + ee 


Extracts from the first annual report of the Sabbath School Union 
for Scotland. Presented 30th June, 1817. 


In presenting their first annual report, your committee do not 
consider it necessary to enter into any argument in favour of the 
general principles, or of the particular plan, upon which your so- 
ciety was founded. They will only beg permission to remind you 
of the great objects which were originally contemplated in its in- 
stitution; as these will naturally lead to the best arrangement, for 
- the report which they are now to make of the success of their exer- 
tions dating the past year. 

The leading objects of the Sabbath School Union for Scotland are 
these:—Ist. ‘To promote and encourage the formation of Sabbath 
Schools in every part of the country where their establishment is 
required. 2d. Toferm a central point of union for the various so- 
cieties and schools, from whence every information connected with 
the subject of the religious instruction of youth, and aJl the know- 
ledge and experience, acquired in the different individual establish- 
ments in connexion with the society, may be easily and rapidly 
diffused over the whole, and from which may be exhibited an inter- 
esting view of the progress of Christianity among the rising genera- 
tion. Sd. To selectand publish the most suitable books and tracts, 
to be put into the hands of children; and by forming a depository for 
these, to afford to the various schools throughout the kingdom, the 
opportunity of obtaining them at the lowest possible price. 

With regard to the first of these objects. your committee could not 
expect that they should be able, in their first report, to present you 
with a very large list of schools formed by their means. It obvious- 
ly required a considerable time to obtain that circumstantial infor- 
mation which was necessary to guide them under this department of 
their plan; and even after such knowledge was acquired and acted 
upon, it could not be suddenly, or in a short period, that the opera- 
tions of the committee could be followed with complete success, 
The general establishment of Sabbath Schools in places where they 
are most required—that is, in places most destitute of religious in- 
struction—it is evident, from the very nature of the thing, must be 
a progressive work. and can only be effected by the activity ofa va- 
riety of causes, which it is not easy at once to combine or put in mo- 
tion. Your committee, therefore, have been chiefly engaged in at. 
tempting, by means, of a very extensive correspondence, to excite 
throughout the country a spirit of interest and zeal in this great 
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cause, and to diffuse a general acquaintanee with the salutary in- 
fluence of Sabbath Schools. 

The committee have the satisfaction to know, however, that since 
the formation of the society, a consideravle number of new schools 
have commenced in difterent parts of the country; and that in se- 
veral of those previously existing, not only has the number of child- 
ren greatly increased, but a greater degree of energy and animation 
has been distinctly perceptible in all the various departments of the 
schools. These propitious changes the teachers, in some instances, 
have ascribed to the zeal which has been infused by means of your 
institution. 

But fora more extensive effect in regard to this first branch of 
your plan, your committee look to the operation of a wide circula- 
tion of your report: and in this view they cannot omit the opportu- 
nity which the present occasion offers, of endeavouring, seriously 
and strongly, to impress upon the minds of those who profess an 
anxiety to maintain and to elevate the intellectual and moral charac- 
ter of Scotland, as well as of those who feel a concern for the‘eternal 
interests of their brethren, the conviction that nothing can so effec- 
tually contribute to the accomplishment of their wishes, as the train- 
ing of the youth in the principles of true religion. 

The committee discern in the rising race, the elements of society 
for the years that are to come. They believe that the future charac- 
ter of the people must, ina great degree, be moulded by the princi- 
ples which are now imbibed, and the habits which are now acquired 
by the youth throughout the land; and they eannot, therefore, refrain 
from recommending it earnestly to all, but to those more especially 
who are placed in stations of rank or influence, to turn to this sub- 
ject their most serious thoughts; and by encouraging the early reli- 
gious improvement of those within their sphere of influence, to lay 
by far the most solid foundation for the highest of national attain- 
ments—-the possession of an enlightened, religious, and virtuous po- 
pulation. It is highly gratifying to your committee to have it in 
their power to refer to the Right Honorable President of your so- 
ciety for the example of that special patronage to religious education 
which they wish so anxiously torecommend. One of the schools re- 
cently established, has been formed under his lordship’s particular 
direction. 

The committee will now proceed to lay before you a concentrated 
view of the information they have received, respecting the state of 
the schools connected with the institution, and the modes of their 
inanagement. 


, STATE OF THE SCHOOLS. 


From the difficulty of communicating widely the precise views of 
the institution, it was not tobe expected, that previous to the cir- 
culation ofany report, a very general connexion would be formed: 
vet your committee have to report, that already there are embraced 
under your. bond of Union 

324 Schools, containing 22,827 Children. In order to avoid any 
idea of preference, where al), be the numbers small or great, are en- 
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titled to your approbation and affectionate regard, it is proposed in 
your annual reports to enumerate the societies and schools in alpha- 
betical order. 

| Here follows an alphabetical list of forty-eight places, wheve 
schools are established in connexion with this Union; we insert only 
a few of the largest, viz. In Aberdeen there are 22 schools, 33 
teachers, 992 children: the annual expense of this establishment a- 
mounts to 13 1-4 pence sterling tor each scholar (about a quarter of 
a dollar. 

Io Edt abergh there are 72 schools, and 4880 scholars: the annua- 
al expense averages 17 pence for each child (about 31 cents.) In 
Glasgow there are 75 schools and 5742 scholars. } 

It appears from the reports transmitted, that great as the aggre- 
gate already mentioned really is, it falls far short of that vast ar- 
ray which would be poured forth before you, were the whole Sabbath 
Schools in the kingdom to be brought into view. 

Your committee hope that each year’s report will introduce to 
your acquaintance, and to your special care, increased, and still in- 
creasing numbers, till the mental eye be fully satisfied with the in- 
teresting spectacle of the universal diffusion of religious instruction 
amongst the young by the assistance of Sabbath Schools, till there 
shall scarcely bea spot in the habitable parts of the land, where an 
attentive listener on the Sabbath eve may not hear the solemn si- 
lence broken by the melody of youthful praise. 

In almost all these schools, the sole object to which the exertions 
of the teachers are directed is the instruction of youth in religious 
knowledge. There are, however, a very few exceptions where the 
children are taught reading and spelling on one part of the day, and 
their catechism on the other. From the vast advantage always de- 
rived from simplifying the object of pursuit, your committee take 
this method of recommending the adoption universally of the rule, 
that religious instruction alone should be communicated in the Sab- 
bath School. In England and Ireland, and in some parts of the 
Highlands of Scotland, where the system of education, though much 
improved, is still deficient, it may be necessary to allot a part of the 
Sabbath to the teaching of reading; but in the more highly favoured 
portions of the land, where daily schools are attainable by almost 
all the population, it appears to your committee expedient, that the 
whole force which can be brought into action in Sabbath Schools, 
ought to be brought to bear directly on the grand point—the salva- 
tion of sinners by the Lord Jesus Christ, as he is offered in the Gos- 

el. 
’ In aid of the teachers’ exertions, the occasional visitation of 
schools by the magistracy, the clergy, and others of weight and in- 
fluence in the country, has been found a useful stimulus; and your 
committee take the opportunity of making this report to you, to re- 
peat their hope that this stimulus, wherever opportunity offers, will 
not be wanting. 

Your committee have still to report the progress made in circu- 
lating religious tracts by means of the schools, and iv publishing 
tracts with a view to that circulation. 
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cause, and to diffuse a general acquaintanee with the salutary in- 
fluence of Sabbath Schools. 

The committee have the satisfaction to know, however, that since 
the formation of the society, a consideravle number of new schools 
have commenced in different parts of the country; and that in se- 
veral of those previously existing, not only has the number of child- 
ren greatly increased, but a greater degree of energy and animation 
has been distinctly perceptible in all the various departments of the 
schools. These propitious changes the teachers, in some instances, 
have ascribed to the zeal which has been infused by means of your 
institution. 

But fora more extensive effect in regard to this first branch of 
your plan, your committee look to the operation of a wide circula- 
tion of your report: and in this view they cannot omit the opportu- 
nity which the present occasion offers, of endeavouring, seriously 
and strongly, to impress upon the minds of those who profess an 
anxiety to maintain and to elevate the intellectual and moral charac- 
ter of Scotland, as well as of those who feel a concern for the‘eternal 
interests of their brethren, the conviction that nothing can so effec- 
tually contribute to the accomplishment of their wishes, as the train- 
ing of the youth in the principles of true religion. 

The committee discern in the rising race, the elements of society 
for the years that are to come. They believe that the future charac- 
ter of the people must, ina great degree, be moulded by the princi- 
ples which are now imbibed, and the habits which are now acquired 
by the youth throughout the land; and they eannot, therefore, refrain 
from recommending it earnestly to all, but to those more especially 
who are placed in stations of rank or influence, to turn to this sub- 
ject their most serious thoughts; and by encouraging the early reli- 
gious improvement of those within their sphere of influence, to lay 
by far the most solid foundation for the highest of national attain- 
ments——the possession of an enlightened, religious, and virtuous po- 
pulation. It is highly gratifying to your committee to have it in 
their power to refer to the Right Honorable President of your so- 
ciety for the example of that special patronage to religious education 
which they wish so anxiously torecommend. One of the schools re- 
cently established, has been formed under his lordship’s particular 
direction. 

‘The committee will now proceed to lay before you a concentrated 
view of the information they have received, respecting the state of 
the schools connected with the institution, and the modes of their 


Inanagement. 


, STATE OF THE SCHOOLS. 


From the difficulty of communicating widely the precise views of 
the institution, it was not tobe expected, that previous to the cir- 
culation ofany report, a very general connexion would be formed; 
yet your committee have to report, that already there are embraced 
under your. bond of Union 

324 Schools, containing 22,827 Children. In order to avoid any 
idea of preference, where al), be the numbers small or great, are en- 
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titled to your approbation and affectionate regard, it is proposed in 
your annual reports to enumerate the societies and schools in alpha- 
betical order. 

| Here follows an alphabetical list of forty-eight places, where 
schools are established in connexion with this Union; we insert only 
a few of the largest, viz. In Aberdeen there are 22 schools, 33 
teachers, 992 children: the annual expense of this establishment a- 
mounts to 13 1-4 pence sterling tor each scholar (about a quarter of 
a dolar. 

In dtaburgh there are 72 schools, and 4880 scholars: the annua- 
al expense averages 17 pence for each child (about 31 cents.) In 
Glasgow there are 75 schools and 5742 scholars. ] 

It appears from the reports transmitted, that great as the aggre- 
gate already mentioned really is, eas far short of that vast ar- 
ray which would be poured forth before you, were the whole Sabbath 
Schools in the kingdom to be brought into view. 

Your committee hope that each year’s report will introduce to 
your acquaintance, and to your special care, increased, and still in- 
creasing numbers, till the mental eye be fully satisfied with the in- 
teresting spectacle of the universal diffusion of religious instruction 
amongst the young by the assistance of Sabbath Schools, till there 
shall scarcely bea spot in the habitable parts of the land, where an 
attentive listener on the Sabbath eve may not hear the solemn si- 
lence broken by the melody of youthful praise. 

In almost all these schools, the sole object to which the exertions 
of the teachers are directed is the instruction of youth in religious | 
knowledge. There are, however, a very few exceptions where the 
children are taught reading and spelling on one part of the day, and 
their catechism on the other. From the vast advantage always de- 
rived from simplifying the object of pursuit, your committee take 
this method of recommending the adoption universally of the rule, 
that religious instruction alone should be communicated in the Sab- 
bath School. In England and Ireland, and in some parts of the 
Highlands of Scotland, where the system of education, though much 
improved, is still deficient, it may be necessary to allot a part of the 
Sabbath to the teaching of reading; but in the more highly favoured 
portions of the land, where daily schools are attainable by almost 
all the population, it appears to your committee expedient, that the 
whole force which can be brought into action in Sabbath Schools, 
ought to be brought to bear directly on the grand point—the salva- 
tion of sinners by the Lord Jesus Christ, as he is offered in the Gos- 

el. 

In aid of the teachers’ exertions, the occasional visitation of 
schools by the magistracy, the clergy, and others of weight and in- 
fluence in the country, has been found a useful stimulus; and your 
committee take the taint of making this report to you, to re- 
peat their hope that this stimulus, wherever opportunity offers, will 
not be wanting. 

Your committee have still to report the progress made in circu- 
lating religious tracts by means of the schools, and in publishing 
tracts witn a view to that circulation. 
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It appears from the accounts kept at your depository, that there 
have been sold within the year, 16,076 tracts and small books to 
the value 1731. 7s. 11d. a very large amount certainly, when remem- 
bered that it is at the very commencement of your operations. There 
was no point in the constitution of the society that your committee 
looked to with more anxiety than that of the publication of tracts, to 
be distributed as premiums. Had you associated yourselves for 
that object alone, you would, in their opinion, have had an object 
well worthy of your care. And were Sabhath Schools to accomplish 
nothing more than to open a channel for successfully distributing 
the Scriptures and religious tracts, that effect alone would have 
stamped them valuable. ‘These impressions of your committee were 
strengthened, instead of being weakened, by the knowledge, that 
very injudicious, if not highly improper tracts, have been circulated 
for the use of Children. ‘The infant mind, unhackneyed in the vices 
of the world, and as yet unassailed by the violence of passion or 
the delusions of the imagination, is peculiarly open to receive im- 
esi good or evil, as they flow from a pure or a corrupt source. 
‘o introduce such a mind into the haunts of profligacy, and to make 
it familiar with the way that leadeth down to the chambers of death, 
cannot fail to leave a polluted stain behind; and it can be no apolog 
for this monstrous perversion, ‘to state, that the punishment of vice 
is exposed, and will afford an antidote to the poison which has been 
infused. Itought to be recollected, that the mind is most pure 
when itis unacquainted with vice. It seems, therefore, to be a mat- 
ter of the first importance, to exclude from Sabbath Schools all such 
tracts as delineate with tuo minute a pencil, the features or the co- 
louring of vicious passions; and on the same principle, it becomes 
the instructors of youth to put into their hands such plain, but live- 
ly. pictures of religion, as, whilst they attract by their interesting 
character, may affect the heart with the sentiments they convey. It 
is not sufficient that a tract be free from vice, or even that it be sound 
in doctrine; it must, to be successful, speak at once to the head 


and the heart of the child. It must lead him on by the interest of 


a story. Our blessed Saviour, who knew what was in man, whose 
example, when he adopts human means of agency it must always 
be our safety to follow, aware of the difficulty of arresting the at- 
tention of his hearers, generally adopted this principle in address- 
ing them. And your committee, looking to this great pattern, have 
endeavoured, in the little progress they have made, to select such 
tracts as are calculated at once to interest and instruct.* 

And what, it may be asked, has been the result of all these ope- 
rations? . Your committee have no hesitation in their reply—that 
they have already produced much precious fruit to the glory of God, 
and the best interests of man. Every report decidedly expresses 
this cheering sentiment; and several of them contain interesting il- 
lustrations of it in the account of individual children. ‘To enter in- 
te any detail of these, would swell this report beyond its proper 
bound; aad it has occurred to your committee, that it may be more 


* We trust these excellent and judicious remarks will always be kept in view by those who s¢ 
leet books for Sunday Schvol children. Edigor. 
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useful, and at the same time more interesting, to collect these little 
histories together; and by connecting them with the peculiar doc- 
trines or duties they illustrate, to form a tract to be published with 
the other tracts of the society. In this view itis hoped, that the an- 
nual reports from societies and schools will continue to communi- 
cate such remarkable cases as occur. 

Your committee, looking to the whole description contained in the 
different reports, do heartily congratulate you on the delightful 
prospect. You see nearly three and twenty thousand children ga- 
thered around you, whose general deportment, according to the uni- 
form testimony of their teachers, is sober, and steady, and atten- 
tive; who, instead of prowling about the streets of towns, or the 
highways in villages, are assembled to receive the lessons of hea- 
venly wisdom; many of whom show the distinctive marks of a re- 
novated mind, and all of whom are acquiring that knowledge, whieh 
leads the way to the kingdom of God. Not to descend to particu- 
lars, which, however gratifying, would occupy too much of your 
time, your committee cannot withhold from you an intimation of 
the following, as some of the most apparent fruits of the Sabbath 
Schools; they are, of course, to be understood chiefly of the more 
advanced scholars. ist. The increasing number of your communi- 
cants; 2d. The formation amongst the young of each sex, respec- 
tively, of meetings for prayer aud religious conversation; and Sd. 
In the bosom of those schools themselves, the enlargement of the 
heart has introduced societies for contributing to the dissemination 
of those precious truths, which they, by this circumstance, prove 
they so highly value. 

Your committee, by the judicious language used by all the teach- 
ers in their statements, are not much afraid of any delusive appear- 
ances of extraordinary sanctity being encouraged in the Sabbath 
Schools. No human being can, in reality, be over-religious;—be- 
cause the attendance on religious exercises, to the exclusian of other 
known and commanded duties, is not religion, buthypocrisy. The 
grand point is to infuse the spirit of religion into the discharge of 
every duty;.and it is not doubted that those excellent children, 
whose piety is recorded in the reports of different schools, were as 
exemplary in their little secular occupations as in any other parts of 
their cenduct. It is for the encouragement of those teachers who 
seem to regret that they have seen no such distinguishing religious 
oem amongst their pupils—who though they cunimend the 
children generally, as attentive and earne$t at their tasks, and as 
improved in their general habits, yet see none of that fruit which is 
brought to maturity by the dew of heaven;-—it is for their encour- 
agement that your committee would venture to suggest, that, under 
such circumstances, they seem to have no ground to fear that their 
labours even now are in vain. Constitutional temperament, un- 
doubtedly, has a great effect in moulding the features of religious 
character; and although, like the enjoyment of religious frames, 
the happiness conferred by which must always make them objects 
of desire and gratitude, the peculiar and marked exhibition of early 
devotion cannot fail to rejoice the heart of every one who loveth the 
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Saviour, and the souls of men; yet these are not the exclusive testi- 
monies to the working of the Spirit, which may, without such pro- 
minent displays, have made great progress in the renovation of the 
heart. In proof of this, it is to be remarked, that in a great number 
of the instances where early strong religious views have been ex- 
hibited, the children have been laid on beds of languishing and sick - 
ness. The seed which their teachers, as the husbandmen of God, 
had sown, and which, perhaps, was not observed whilst it was spring- 
ing in the field in common with the rest; and whilst its growth also 
would be obscared by the playfulness and gayety of youth; this, 
when brought under the culture of affliction, has sprung up with in- 
creasing vigour, and has rapidly arrived at maturity. The seed, 
however, was sown, and took root under circumstances which elud- 
ed observation. And your committee, from. these examples, wish 
to encourage those engaged in this labour of love, by communicating 
to them the same joyful hope which they themselves indulge,—that 
as the seed sown is unquestionably good, though in some cases it 
may afterwards be burnt up by the persecution, or choaked by the 
cares of the world, in others,—in many others, it will, under the 
blessing of Him who hath given the seed, and commanded it to be 
sown, produce fruit thirty, sixty, or an hundred fold. 

Let parents and teachers, then, unite their exertions in instruct- 
ing; let the clergy inspect, and the higher classes patronize these 
labours, and your committee doubt not but the extensive and glori- 
ous result will well. accord with the expectations of those, who look 
forward to the religious character of the succeeding generation as a 
harbinger of the coming of Messiah’s kingdom.—Ch. Hid. 





DOMESTICK. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN AC- 
WORTH, N. H. 


(Concluded from page 221.) 


Next morning, information being received of what had taken 
place, a conference was appointed at a house near the school-house 
at one o’clock, P. M. Here was a spectacle presented which must 
have excited the admiration of angels. Each scholar holding in his 
hand the Bible, Testament, or Watts’s psalms and hymns, and 
searching for his life for that spiritual bread which if a man eat, he 
shall live forever. ‘The assembly was great. During this meeting 
many of those who attended became convinced of their lost condi- 
tion, and began to think it high time to awake out of sleep, and call 
on God before they perished. On this melting occasion, the stout- 
est heart of oak dissolved like wax. And none were present who 
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did not appear to be looking to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 
The Friday evening following, the weekly conference returned in 
the centre district. Here at an early hour, was preserted the little 
band, literally clad in the armour of the Gospel; hoiding in their 
hands the sure directory to eternal life. It may well be supposed, 
the assembly was crowded. It was proposed that each scholar 
should read from the psalm book, with which, as well as the Bible, 
they had been very conversant since their first excitement, a psalm 
or hymn descriptive of the state of his mind. Some by this time 
were delivered from the burden of sin, which had so heavily pressed 
them down, and that hope which brings comfort to every true be- 
liever in Jesus, had begun to irradiate the soul. This was known 
from the subject read. ‘I’o hearts like these, the sentiments con- 
tained in the 126th psalm, C. M. were found to be in perfect unison, 
as were those of the 51st psalm to many others, who seemed over- 
whelmed by the waves of contrition; whose tremulous voices fal- 
tered as they read, and often before the subject was ended, died a- 
way in the silence of grief. It must be confessed, that the chris- 
tian spectator needed a moment’s reflection, to determine whether 
the ground on which he stood was purely earthly. It was evident 
that the Holy Spirit was there. Many, while the schoo] were read- 
ing, received for the first time in their hearts a pojnted arrow from 
the quiver of the Almighty, and like their fellow-sufferers on the 
dayof Pentecost, were led to cry out, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” At the close of this meeting, the number of those, whe 
know what sore convictions mean, was considerably increased. 

Next morning, Saturday, another school in the east part of the 
town assembled for their usual school exercises; and it was soon 
discovered that the master was completely incapacitated to proceed 
with his ordinary instructions, on account of the weight of convic- 
tion which lay on his mind. Immediately, fifteen of his oldest 
scholars were in a similar situation, and in a short time the neigh- 
bours were called in, and the school transformed into a religious con- 
ference; and continued thus until night, when the instructor for the 
first time dismissed his school with prayer. For some time after 
this not a day returned, which brought not the joyful tidings that 
some one was convicted, or some one made happy beneath the smiles 
of a reconciled Saviour. 

In the first mentioned school, religious books were substituted 
exclusively, and religious instruction the sole business for weeks. 
The school-house became a Bethel, where God was worshipped 
morning, noon, and night. But afew weeks elapsed, before the 
major part were enabled to sing of mercy, and when viewing 
what God had wrought for them, were lost in wonder, love, and 
praise. The work has appeared to be genuine in nearly every in- 
stance; and all those who have publicly professed to love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as yet appear to walk agreeably to their vocation. 
And most of the number have for some time been inembers of Christ’s 
visible kingdom. ‘The same remarks appiy to the master and scho- 
lars of the other school. In the course of the winter some drops of 
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mercy fell into two other schools, and individuals were taken from 
them into the school of Christ. 

The revival had now become pretty extensive through the’society, 
and was principally confined to the rising generation, but not 
wholly. Several in middle life have been led to consider, among 
all their attainments, one thing is needful, and appear to have wise- 
ly chosen that better part, which cannot be taken from them. 

The work has continued through the summer, and now there are 
some hopeful appearances, that God has not left us. Seventy-eight. 
have united with the church, and in the judgment of charity thirty 
or forty more are fit subjects for the fellowship of the saints. , 

The doctrines delivered from the pulpit, and discussed in the 
conference room were those which are well known under the title, 
doctrines of grace. And it is believed that not one of the late sub- 
jects of the work can be found, who would not cordially subscribe 
to God’s absolute sovereignty, the total depravity of the natural 
heart, the agency of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, personal elec- 
tion, the underived divinity of Christ, and the final perseverance 
of the saints. The language of one and all is—“I care not how 
much I am abased, if Christ be but exalted.” 

I cannot persuade myself to close this narration, without incul- 
cating on all who may read it, the importance of imparting reli- 

ious instruction to youth. The blessing which God has been 
pleased to bestow on such instruction in our schools has been won- 
derful; and to his great name be all the glory. The connexion 
between the means and their sanctification has been strikingly 
visible. I will give one instance amongmany. The question giv- 
en out was, “When is the most proper, and perhaps the only time 
to begin a life of religion?”’ In searching for the answer, the schol- 
ars observed, the Scriptures every where spoke of this season only 
in the present tense. - “Now is the accepted time,” &c. ‘To day 
if ye will hear his voice,’” &c. and that they could find no promise 
of to-morrow. This circumstance alarmed several; and under God 
was the beginning of that conviction which led to a saving repen- 
tance. Are not these things sufficient encouragement to induce all 
instructors of youth to seize oy favourable opportunity to instil 
into the minds of their pupils the fundamental! principles of our holy 
religion? And will not parents feel the importance of selecting 
pious instructors for their children? those who are no strangers 
themselves to the teachings of the Holy Spirit? Surely the above 
account proves the importance of such qualifications in teachers 
beyond a doubt. 
fay God add his blessing to this humble attempt to publish his 
unspeakable goodness, and thus gain fresh honours to that glorious 
name, which ere long will be revered by every tongue. 
Puinenas Cooke. 


Acworth, Oct. 9, 1817. 





ReEvivaL rn BaLTimore. 
A revival of religion commenced in this City, on Fell’s Point; 
six or seven weeks since. About four hundred whites, and one 
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hundred blacks, have been united to the Methodist Society on the 
Point. The work is still progressing, and about three hundred have 
been united to the Methodist Societies intown. The whole number 
of hopeful converts now exceeds eight hundred. We are unable to 
give particulars at the present time, but shall do it as soon as we have 
it ip our power. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


OBITUARY. 
i short account of Bewsamin Nicuots, of Brosley, Salop, who de- 
parted this life Ap~il 18, 1816.—Aged 19 years. 
My acquaintance with the subject of the following memoir was 
very limited till about the month of January last; but from the first 
time I knew him, I have always noticed his close attendance on the 


means of grace, and his moral character has been in general good. 


His mother informs me, that she never discovered any thing of a re- 
ligious nature in him, till about two years ago, when she has fre- 
quently heard him at prayer in a very earnest manner: but being re- 
served, he seldom spoke to any one of the feelings of his mind. Few 
persons enjoyed a better state of health, and none wore a more 
blooming countenance than he did, till the 10th of February last: 
being out in the evening, he engaged in the exercise of sliding; at 
this he continued, till he was quite warm, when he very deliberate- 
ly walked home. The next day he complained of stitches in vari- 
ous parts of his body; his parents administered something which 
eased him, when, contrary to their advice, he persisted in going to 
the school, where he assisted his father in teaching. ‘This act of 
disobedience, (though doubtless his intentions were good) termina- 
ed in his death; insomuch as it threw him into a pleurisy, when not 
being bled at an early stage of the disorder, the pleura settled on 
his lungs. From the commencement of the affliction, he had fore- 
bodings that it was for his death; “And what if it should be so,” 
said he to his mother, “why I should have no cause to grieve at the 
dispensation, if the Lord would but reveal himself to me, as a sin- 
pardoning God.’? He now began to wrestle hard with God in pray- 
er, begging for patience and resignation under his afflicting hand, 
but above all, that he would have mercy upon his soul and grorily 
his grace, in his salvation, whether he was about to remove him or 
not. In this state he continued till Good Friday, when his mind 
was peculiarly distressed, he was earnest with God for mercy and a 
knowledge of salvation, by the forgiveness of sin. “If God would 
but save me,” exclaimed he, “I am willing to die; but oh! to die 
without Christ, what must become of my soul, it must be lost, and 
the soul once lost is for ever lost.”” On Saturday he was despairing 
of mercy; “how awful,” said he, “is my situation, still in my sin, 
and on the brink of eternity, no answer to prayer,—no enlargement 
of soul,—what shall I do? if Christ does not save me_l shall be lost;” 
his mother told him not to despair, Christ was able to save to the 
uttermost; no one ever trusted in him and was confounded; she re- 
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ferred him for encouragement to the case of the importunate widow. 
“Yes,” said he, “I believe Christ is able to save, I can but perish, 
but if I perish, [ll perish at the feet of Jesus, I’! perish praying 
for mercy.” ‘The sane day his physician pronounced him past re- 
covery; at night I saw him, he said he had no desire to live, he was 
already dead to the world and all its concerns, he had prayed and 
he desired me to pray, that God would not take him out of life, til! 
he had fitted him for death. That night it pleased our ever gracious 
Lord to give him his desire; in the morning he said to his mother, 
“it is well said, that Jesus is precious, he hath saved my soul, it is 
eternally safe, he has heard and answered my prayer.” He then 

ve her some account of the Lord’s dealings with him the past night, 
and concluded by saying, I now am willing to die, I wish to die that 
I may be with Jesus. He continued very happy all day, talked very 
much of the love of Christ, and particularly desired that he might 
have a funeral sermon preached from that text, “Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire?”’ Zec. iii. 2. 

At another time he said, “how softly the time goes, but if I was 
going to hell I should think it went quite fast enough, though my 
bodily pains were ten times greater than they are; but I am going te 
heaven to receive a crown,—to be eternally vin ea te would not 
wish to die under such circumstances?” As he was speaking of the 
ae of his soul, I asked “was it the same with you a year 
agor” “No,” replied he quickly, “nor a week ago neither,” “then 
there is a change;” ‘tyes, and a great one too;” “how was it ef- 
fected, by yourself?” “‘No,” said he, ‘it would have been poorly 
done had I had a hand in it;” “then you are going to heaven, the 
same way as our old friend John Roberts, by way of grace;” “yes,” 
said he, with a voice which bespoke the fectinins of his soul, “by 
grace, by grace.” I was with him onthe Wednesday night, nature 
was brought to a very low ebb, but grace triumphed over it; “dying’s 
hard work,—hard work,” said he, “but I am only going home to 
my father’s house.”” On the Thursday morning he was in the same 
happy state until he expired; a short time before his spirit took its 
flight, he was heard to say, “come Lord Jesus, come quickly; into 
thy hands, O my Saviour, [ commit my spirit.” 





To Subscribers in the City. 

Owing to the sickness of the carrier, the 12th and 13th numbers 
of the Messenger, were not delivered. Many persons have called 
for them at the office; and those who have not been supplied will 
much oblige us by informing the carrier, who will supply them next 
week—as it is impossible for us otherwise to ascertain the number 


wanted. 
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